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1. JEAXE T /Leaving Japan
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I chose University of California Davis (UC Davis) School of Law to study American tax
law after I consulted my mentor. There are several reasons for choosing this school.
First, there are some good tax law professors in UC Davis School of Law. Second, Davis
city, where UC Davis is located, is quite safe. Lastly, California has good weather. I sent
the CV to the administration of UC Davis School of Law in September 2014. Then they
issued permission for me to be a Visiting Scholar in December 2014. The permission

encouraged me to make more progress to do research there.

After being granted permission, I prepared for my stay at UC Davis. After I visited
Davis city, I found the housing where I would stay. Then, I opened my account with
Union Bank which has a branch in Davis city. It was easy for me to open the account
because I was able to proceed the opening process in Japan. After those issues were
solved, I finally got the J1 Visa at the Consulate General of the U.S. in Okinawa in April
2015.



2. Davis City & UC Davis
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I got to the U.S. in the first week in August 2015. After I finished the final procedure to
study at U.C. Davis with the School of Law administration, they immediately issued my
1D.

The bicycle is the main mode of transportation in Davis city (See photo 1). There are a
lot of students using bicycles in UC Davis. It is a 10 minute bike ride to UC Davis from
my house, and 15 minutes to downtown. The downtown area has many pretty shops
(See photo 2). UC Davis has a big campus and a lot of green trees and grass. Many
students take advantage of this by studying on the grassy areas (See photo 3). The
population of UC Davis is about 40% Asian American (See graph 1), thus I was able to
blend in with the campus. UC Davis School of Law is ranked as a Tier 1 Law School and

I felt that the students worked very hard in school.
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eaph1) DEMOGRAPHICS 7571
DAVISCITY 515 @) asian  43%  UCDAVIS

62% Caucasian 32%

5% .Hispanic 20%

' 2% African 4%

10% Other 1%

Total Pop: 66,000 Total Pop: 28,000

Data From: US Census Bureau and UC Davis




3. Fall Semester
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UC Davis School of Law provided a private office for me to do research (See photo 4).
I made full use of the room because I was able to concentrate on my research there.

I really appreciated their accommodation.

The Fall Semester began towards the end of August. Although there are few Japanese
students at the UC Davis School of Law, I enjoyed staying there. The library (See photo
5) and lecture rooms (See photo 6) have a sacred and calm atmosphere. I applied to
audit the Federal Income Taxation class and the Accounting for Lawyers class. It was
hard for me to catch up with the Federal Income Taxation class because the professor
would cover about 40 pages of the textbooks (See photo 7) each day. However, the class

was very useful and exciting for me.
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COURTROOM
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4 . Spring Semester
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The Spring Semester began on January 11st. I applied to audit the Federal Income
Taxation class again so that I could understand the lectures better and the Corporate
Tax class. By this time, I got more used to my life in UC Davis, therefore I attended
some workshops. The Spring Semester finally ended with a commencement on May
14th,

5. BHVIZ / Conclusion
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California had good weather, and Davis city was very safe as I expected. I was able to
make my stay in the US worthwhile. However, I felt that the prices of Davis city were
twice as high as Okinawa in Japan. Textbooks and insurance were high as well, but I
was able to concentrate my attention on my research. I really appreciated the fact that I
was accepted for the scholarship of SOZEISHIRYOKAN. I will reply what
SOZEISHIRYOKAN has done for me by producing high quality research in the future.



